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hunters and fishermen have learned to raise rich crops of wheat,
barley, and oats.
A few years ago, when the first collective farm settlers arrived
in the Taiga from the Ukraine, they planted a few acres of sugar
beet. The local farmers were quick to learn from the Ukrainians,
and by last year the area under sugar beet had grown to some
13,000 acres.
The Ussuri region grows many other crops, such as soya bean,
which yields a rich harvest. This year the area under soya
bean will reach 170,000 acres; combine-harvesters will be used
for the first time to gather the crop. Local agricultural specialists
have adapted 600 machines for this purpose.
Rice is successfully grown in this region. Industrial crops are
processed on the spot.
In recent years a large sugar refinery and vegetable oil plant
have been operating in Voroshilov-Ussuriik, the centre of the
region. The refinery is already satisfying much of the demand for
sugar in the Soviet Far East. The oil plant produces large
quantities of vegetable oil, soya bean fat and soap.
Between 1913 and 1941 the sown area in Western Siberia alone
was doubled, an increase of 18 million acres. The grain yield of
Western Siberia and Northern Kazakhstan in 1938 was already
four times that of pre-revolutionary days. During the last three
years the sown area and crop yield have been greatly increased.
The basis of the great development of agriculture in the east
was the Socialist and technical reconstruction of agriculture.
This involved the establishment of 1700 machine tractor stations
with over 150,000 motor tractors, 53,000 harvester combines and
hundreds of thousands of ploughs and other machines.
Soviet War News, 194.2.
The collectivisation of agriculture was necessary for the con-
solidation of the Soviet economic system. Farming had to be
transformed into a great industry by the introduction of modern
machines and collective labour. There are over 140,000 collective
farms in Soviet Russia, which involve at least some 120 million
peasants. The farms are community-centres managed by their
own organisations. Each Kolkhoz elects its own Executive
Committee, and these Committees give direction to all economic
activities of the community.